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with the condition causing it; visual cognition
from sight and seen object, idea from mind
and mental object. Just as a fire is different
according to its fuel."

" Do ye see that this has become, bhikkhus ?

" Do ye see that the becoming is according to
the stimulus (literally, the food) ?

" Do ye see that if the stimulus cease, then
that which has become ceases, bhikkhus ? "

And so the catechism continues, enforcing
the doctrine, the brethren responding duly.

This may suffice, as an example among
others, to show that mind or consciousness
was not only not to be regarded as the soul
or attd under another name, but was not to be
conceived as even a life-long immaterial
substance. It was more after the nature of
electrical energy, potential only till aroused
by suitable stimuli.

There was a lifelong serial continuity, but it
was not mind ; it was the organic life. Con-
sidered subjectively this is subconsciousness.
The Pali word bhavanga expresses both (a) the
objective aspect of vital functioning and (b) the
subjective aspect of our sub-consciousness,
or mental state, when we are not attending
to anything, or that part of consciousness
when we are attending to something not of
that part. The term occurs in one book of
the Abhidhamma-Pitaka, but it is only
in the Milinda that we see the theory which
was current. In that work (ii. 163), the func-
tioning of the organism without consciousness,